
InDesign Share for Review Document Cloud Share for Review PDF Comments (InDesign) InCopy & InDesign

Available markup tools
Pin, Highlight text, Strikethrough 
text, Replace text, Draw

Sticky Note, Highlight, Underline, 
Strikethrough, and Draw

All desktop Acrobat Pro tools (only Sticky Note, 
Highlight, Underline, Strikethrough, and Draw 
in Adobe Reader and for web-based reviews)

InDesign Notes, Track Changes (optional)

PDF required No Yes Yes No

Acrobat license required No No
No (for web-based review and 
Reader limited markup)

No

Comprehensive set 
comment markup tools No No Yes, when PDF is opened in Acrobat Pro

N/A; InCopy is part of an integrated 
editorial workflow)

Privacy/security options Public link or e-mail specific invitation Public link or e-mail specific invitation Public link or e-mail specific invitation
N/A; content from InDesign layouts is 
assigned to specific users in the workflow

Aggregated comments 
from multiple reviewers Yes Yes Yes (if multiple marked-up PDFs are imported) N/A;

Integration with InDesign Yes
No (but PDF can saved locally 
for comment importing)

Yes
Direct connection to InDesign’s 
Assignments panel

Live updating (online 
and in-document) Yes No No

No; assigned stories are proactively 
checked in or out

Direct navigation to 
commented content Yes

No (unless InDesign source file is available 
and commented PDF is saved locally)

Yes
N/A; checked-in assignments updated 
automatically within InDesign

Advantages
Fast sharing without leaving InDesign and live, 
in-document comment/markup updates; no 
PDF creation required for review process

PDFs from any source (InDesign, Word, etc.) 
can be shared without reviewers needing 
Acrobat or any other Adobe software

Faster, less cumbersome than opening/
reviewing multiple PDFs in Acrobat; Replace 
Text comments automatically applied in 
InDesign file without copy/paste or re-keying.

Full assignment-based editorial 
workflow support between writers, 
copy editors, and designers

Best for
Direct, time-sensitive collaboration between a 
designer in InDesign and a reviewer who may 
not have any Adobe software entitlements

Broad distribution to multiple stakeholders 
for review where Adobe entitlements are not 
a certainty and reviewers can benefit from 
seeing all other comments in one place.

Accurately and efficiently incorporating PDF 
edits and comments from multiple reviewers 
who may be using Acrobat Pro, Reader 
or Document Cloud Share for Review.

Distributed co-editing (e.g., editorial 
workflows) where writers can view/modify 
text in context without impacting layout or 
locking designers out of the InDesign file.

More info adobe.ly/3jpVjwj adobe.ly/2Hl3jBO adobe.ly/37BM0qA adobe.ly/31zhhXC

More simple, less robust More structured, more robust

http://adobe.ly/3jpVjwj
http://adobe.ly/2Hl3jBO
http://adobe.ly/37BM0qA
https://adobe.ly/31zhhXC

